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Figure 6.10 A graphical interpretation of three simple rules
of thumb for the maturation event. Rule l: always mature at
the same size. Here the problem is mortality risk. Rule 2:

always mature at the same age. Here the problem is fecundity
cost. Rule 3: strike a compromise between mortality risk and
fecundity cost and produce a reaction norm where each
maturation event is optimal for the given growth conditions
(after Stearns 1983a).
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Figure 5.1. Some illustrative schedules of survival, /(r), and mortality, 4(x)-
For convenience the (x) and q(x) values have been multiplied by 100. All time
scales are ye:lrs except for the one for dragonfly nymphs, which is in months.

Organisms displayed are (a) Himalayan thar (Caughley 1966), (b) lapwing

@eevey 19a7), (c) Iizard (Tinkle and Ballinger 1972), (d) dragonfly nymphs

(Wissinger 1988), (e) clam (Brousseau and Baglivo 1988), and (f) grass

(Sarukhrin and Harper 1973).
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