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Contexts of Star Trek's white male body

<34> As has already been suggested, the myths that U.S. society has been telling itself via the discursive practices of the Star Trek franchise have preserved the contradictions at the same time as they have "resolved" them in another medium and through another modality. In terms of the semiotic homologies of a Lévi-Straussian analyses of the Star Trek: TNG episodes that feature the Borg, one would arrive at the first term S1 invested with the semantic content /human/, which would result in S2 = /anti-human/, -S1 = /not-human/, and -S2 = /not-antihuman/. [10]
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Since the oppositions retained by the text point to its socio-cultural context, the historical moment in which these episodes were articulated as imaginary resolutions to real contradictions can be recognized as a particular moment of crisis. Under the shadow of Reaganomics and recession, working class identity in the U.S. of the 1980s became acutely threatened by the devaluation of manufacture and manual labor through the rise of multinational corporations and their ability to shift production to low-wage countries, the influx of immigrant labor, and the increasing automatization and miniaturization of production processes. Thus, while the struggle against an other that is part human and part machine appears as a self-evident necessity to an audience focused on action and suspense, it is also an ideological maneuver that serves to reassert the values of patriarchy and white, Anglo-American supremacy during a period of acute economic and multicultural transformation. At the surface structure of the text, an other is invented as an external threat, which is then made to stand in for this historical threat to white male identity. Whatever the logical motivations in the diegetic world of the narrative, in going "where no man has gone before", the Enterprise crew is also very much engaged at the symbolic or cultural level, reaffirming rather than extending frontiers and margins of what it takes to be its self.
